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POINTERS 


Christian Unity will be the special object of world-wide prayer 


this year, as for many years past, from January 15th to 25th 
inclusive. We trust that all our readers will take their own 
part in this effort. “* The Week of Prayer,” we read in one of the 
leaflets, ** is organized in order that all who believe in the Godhead 
of Christ may pray at this time that the unity of all Christians 
may come in God's time and as God wills. . . . * The Church Unity 
Octave’ has as its chief intention corporate reunion of other 
Christian bodies with the Roman Communion on the basis of full 
dogmatic agreement.’ 

Two different sets of literature have been prepared, both for 
private or public use during the week, and may be obtained, the 
one from The Church Union, 6 Hyde Park Gate, London, S.W. 
the other from The Hon. Secretary, Church Unity Octave Counc f 


Egdean, Fittleworth, Sussex. It will be a help towards the high — 


costs of printing and distribution if all who send for any of the 
papers will enclose a few stamps or a postal order with their 
request for literature, which should be sent to one or other of 
the above addresses. 

* * * * 


Proposals for Church Union in North India have followed quickly 
upon the inauguration of the new Church of South India. We 
print on page 179 a short note on these proposals from a corre- 
spondent in India, to which we have added a short comment by 
one of our correspondents in this country. 


FAITH UNITY 


_. The Orthodox Telugu Christian Union has gained its first 
objective. The investigation which it asked should be made into 
its claims has now been made, and its right to remain within the 
Anglican Communion has been acknowledged. For this we are 
profoundly thankful. But there is still cause for anxiety, as will 
be seen from the article which commences on page 176, and 


still need for our prayers. 
* * * 


The Commission on Approaches to Unity of the American 
Episcopal Church held an open hearing in Washington on 
October 28th. Representatives of dioceses and of national organi- 
zations and societies, and even individuals made statements and 
in some cases presented resolutions and memoranda. Among 
these were the proofs of an important book, presented by Dr. 
Haselmayer representing the American Church Union, entitled 
Lambeth and Unity, which we are assured will be also published 
in this country early this year. The report of the hearing printed 
in The Living Church of November 7th shows that there are 
the same differences of,opinion between Catholics and Evangelicals 
in America as there are in this country, about the methods and 
means to be adopted in working for the unity of Christendom. 
There is also the same disagreement about the Church of South 
India, and apparently the same ignoring of the large body of 


Indian Anglicans who remain faithful to their Church and refuse 


to enter the union. 
* * * * 


Our Travelling Secretary has the following engagements. 
January t1th. Birmingham: Preach, St. Aidan’s. 
--~-38th. Norwich: Preach, Timberhill, 11 a.m. 
Wymondham : Preach, 6.30 p.m. 
20th. Norwich: C.U. Meeting. 
21st. Lowestoft: Meeting, St. Peter's, Kirkley. 
25th. Stockwell: Preach, St. Andrew's. 
27th. Stockwell: C.U. Meeting. 
February st. Glemsford: Preach. 
4th. South Ruislip: C.U. Meeting. 
Sth. Millbrook, Bedford: Preach. 
15th. Oxford: Preach, St. Paul’s. 


A very successful experiment was tried at Newquay, Cornwall, 
in October, when a_C.D.C.P. Teaching Week was held. It was 
so well attended and the people were so interested that there may 
be many other places where such a week would be welcome. It 
requires little more local preparation than publicity and encour- 
agement. The subjects are so rarely included in ordinary mission 
preaching that they are eagerly heard. They consist of the basic 
tradition of Church, Ministry, Creeds and Sacraments. Write 
direct to the Rev. H. Howard, 14 Magdalen Road, Oxford. 
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the movement has been 


THE SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL SYNOD AND 


THE CHURCH SOUTH INDIA 


The Bishops of the Episcopal Church in Scotland agreed to the 
following statement at their meeting in Edinburgh on November 


20th, 1947. 


(1) In common with all other Provinces of the Anglican Com- 
munion the Scottish Bishops formally declare that the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland is not in communion with the Church of South 
India. 

(2) They deeply regret that such a breach of communion with 
four dioceses, hitherto of the Anglican Church, is an inevitable 
result of the nature of the Scheme of Union, and they would 
recall the fact that the Episcopal Synod published an adverse 
criticism of the Scheme in 1944. They also deeply regret the 
inauguration of the Church of South India before the Scheme in 
its latest form could be reviewed by the Lambeth Conference of 
1948. 

(3) It would be easy to regardjthe action of the four South 
Indian Dioceses as merely schispfatic, and logical to condemn it 
as such without reserke. /Hut it must be remembered (a) that 

ispired by the hope of healing divisions, 
and so is the reverse of schismatic in intention, however defective. 
in method; (4) that considerable encouragement was given to 
the Scheme in its earlier stages by the Lambeth Conference of 
1930 ; (c) that many ex-Anglican priests and congregations have 
at present no reasonable alternative to carrying on their work, 
however unwillingly, under the new conditions, and-so can hardly 
be held responsible for the irregularity of the position. 

(4) Inasmuch as the subject of the Church of South India falls 
to be considered at the Lambeth Conference in 1948, the Bishops 
of the Scottish Church will be considering the opinions and 
recommendations of the Assembled Bishops in due course. 

(5) In the meantime any administrative problem which may 
arise as the result of the return to Scotland of ex-Anglicans now 
working in the Church of South India will be dealt with by the 
Bishop of the Diocese concerned in consultation with the College 
of Bishops. 

(6) The Bishops desire to urge upon all members of the Church 
the need of constant prayer that the standards of Faith and Order 
_in the Church of South India may, during the interim period of 
thirty years, grow under the guidance of the Holy Spirit into 
such-conformity with the principles of the One Holy Catholic 
Church as will make possible its incorporation into the fellow- 
ship of the Anglican Communion in general and of the Episcopal 
Church in Scotland in particular. 
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SOUTH INDIA 


In view of the accusation that those Anglicans in South India 

who have refused to enter the Church of South India have 
opposed the union only on the grounds of finance and in the hope 
of being able to continue to receive S.P.G. grants, the following 
analysis is enlightening. In the Nandyal Archdeaconry, among 
the Anglicans who have refused the union, 504 are workers partly 
dependent on S.P.G. grants. Of these, 460 are teachers and 
catechists and the remainder are chiefly peons and clerks. Seven 
hundred children in schools or colleges are in receipt of scholar- 
ships or bursaries froin S.P.G. funds. Allowing for the near 
relations of all the above, some 4,000 people are financially affected 
by the S.P.G.’s withdrawal of grants. But the membership of 
the orthodox union ”’ (i.e.-Anglicans refusing to join the C.S.I.) 
in this archdeaconry is 32,000, including 18 priests and 3 deacons. 
This would seem to “ give the lie’ to those Who accuse these 
Telugus of opposing the union on financial grounds alone. 
_ It is also noteworthy that the memorandum prepared by the 
Orthodox Telugu Christian Union for the Commission of investiga- 
tion appointed™by the Metropolitan and the.C.S.I. contains no 
mention of S.P.G. grants, and bases the refusal to enter the 
scheme on doctrinal grounds only. During the investigation one 
C.S.I. and one C.I.B.C. representative, who could speak Telugu, 
interrogated a number of village Christians, mostly illiterate, as 
to the reason for their opposition. The replies of the villagers 
can be summed up thus. .** We will not go out of the Anglican 
Communion. We will not accept the ministrations of the C.S.I. 
presbyters or bishops, even though ex-Anglicans, as they have 
forfeited their place in the Catholic and Apostolic ministry by 
aecepting the C.S.I. We do not consider the new bishops to be 
bishops, because those we count as laymen took part in the 
laying on of hands. Our opposition is not financial. It arose 
only as late as June, because we did not know anything about 
the scheme until then and did not know that we were being asked 
to leave the Anglican Communion.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSION 


At the cdénclusion of the visit of the Commission the leader 
of it, Bishop Lash of Bombay, announeed to the Orthodox 
Union leaders that they were recommending to the Metropolitan 
that a Commissary be appointed to the area which would remain- 
as part of the C.I.B.C., outside and independent of the C.S.I. 
It seems, therefore, that there is to be a continuing Anglican 
Church in South India. So far so good, but it is vitally important 
that this proposal’be put into effect without delay. In Nandyal 
itself the vast majority are Orthodox Anglicans, but an influential 
minority in positions of authority complicates arrangements. 
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For a few Sundays after the inauguration the Church of the Holy 
Cross, the largest church, and the most substantial in the area, 
was served by orthodox priests, but recently it is reported that 
the pro-union minority called in the police (non-Christians) to 
make sure that they had the use of the church. To avoid the 
imminent danger of violence the Orthodox majority have decided 
not to use the church, and are conducting their services in the 
open air or in a reading-room. This, however, can only be a 
. temporary arrangement. Most of the larger institutions are also 
situated in Nandyal, and the union leaders appear at’ present to 
have claimed these as “union”’ schools. It would seem to be 
logical that these be handed over to the Orthodox majority. 


THE PLEDGE 


A part of the Nandyal Archdeaconry, at the division into new. 
dioceses at the inauguration of the union, came within the 
Cuddapah Diocese. Three Anglican priests in this part (the 
_ Muddanur Deanery) were prepared to enter the C.S.I.. However, 
immediately a new alignment of pastorates was proposed, as a 
result of which some Anglican villages were to be included in 
-pastorates under ex-S.1.U.C. ministers, and only a few were left 
under the ex-Anglican priests. The three pnests, therefore, wrote 
a dignified letter to the authorities, saying that they had been 
prepared to enter the C.S.I. hoping to be able to bring to that 
body their Anglican traditions and so to make their contribution 
to the church, but that this handing over of Anglican villages to 
former nonconformists made them realize that this was im- 
possible. They, therefore, withdrew their assent to the union and 
joined the Orthodox Union of continuing Anglicans. If this is 
a sample of the way in which the “ pledge” is to safeguard 
Anglican principles, it is obvious that the anxiety of many about 
this was not without foundation. 


AND ANXIETY 


The continuing Anglicans and their many friends in England 
await with hope and anxiety the appointment of the Commissary 
as proposed by the Commission. Though the opposition may be, 
in part, caused by lack of confidence in, and suspicion of, local 
union leaders (which suspicion would not seem to be without 
foundation), and in part by the hope of continued financial support 
from England, it should at last be recognized that the firm basis 
of their opposition is doctrinal and theological. They have, it 
appears, satisfied the Commission that this is so, and they and 
their stand for Catholic Principles and Order should be accorded 
. the respect they deserve. They have contended for the Faith 
we hold dear and it is unthinkable that they should not be upheld 
by the prayers and love of fellow Catholics throughout the world. 

BERNARD P. BURNETT. 
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REVIEW 


The sub-title of this small book, “ A Layman’s thoughts on 
Christian Disunion ” should be enough to excite our interest, and — 
readers will not be disappointed ; further the authorship (the 
writer is a distinguished Civil Servant) adds importance as showing 
that the question of the lack of Christian Unity is not one to which 
the clergy alone are giving much thought and study. Within its ~~ 
small compass, an epitome of the history of disunion is given, and 
the ways—profitable and unprofitable—by which the disaster may : 
be overcome. For the first chapter the author has permitted ‘ 
himself a popularly arresting title, ‘‘ Chaos or Cocoa,” in which 
are contrasted the excellences claimed for competing brands of the 
latter, and those of the different “ religions ’’ which, again com- 
petitively, call for the allegiance of the average man. Tempera- 
mental difficulties in accepting one form or another of religious 
obedience are dealt with, the atirait or the reverse towards the 
- Roman system, episcopalianism, sacramentalism, or credal forms, 
though rather from the point of view of the “ customer’”’ (not 
the author’s phrase) who is free to do as he likes. But necessary 
allowance is made for the usual tendency to adhere to that which 
has been grown into from childhood. In this connection, the 
author explains in his Foreword his own approach through the 
variety of traditions he met with in his family—Congregationalist, - 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and differing grades of Anglicanism. 

Tn dealing with the question of Reunion, the author shows a 
degree of tolerance to error to which we cannot attain. The South 
Indian Scheme is described as a “ bold and sincere experiment ’’— 
the same might be said of many ancient and modern schismatic 
or heretical movements (was Julian’s a “ bold and sincere” 
attempt to overthrow Christianity !). Boldness and sincerity 
are not enough—truth and patience must be added. Perhaps a 
weakness in the book is the absence of due insistence that their 7s 
a true religion, founded on the known word of God, and evidenced 
by its long continuance in the Catholic Church. 

We shall applaud the statement on p. 60 that “ the time has 
not arrived when decisive and spectacular action for securing the . 
official reunion of the divided Christian organizations can usefully 
be taken; and premature action would be worse that useless.”’ 
And later on there is at least an indication that an absolute truth 
does exist (p. 64). The layman's part in effecting unity must be 

“the result not merely of arrangements between ecclesiastical 
authorities but of a spiritual movement pervading the whole 
rank and file of the Christian society.” 

We hope that the book will be widely read as a fresh and stimu- | 
lating €xamination of the problem of disunion. | | 
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PROPOSALS FOR CHURCH UNION 
INDIA 


I. RESOLUTION AND STATEMENT 

A conference on Church Union in North India was held in 
Allahabad on 23rd and 24th July, 1947. The Bishop of Delhi 
was in the chair, and the other Anglican delegates were Canon 
Manuel, the Bishop-elect of Lucknow, Canon Sully and two 
Indians. There were also delegates from the United Church of 
North India, four Methodists (South Asia) and four more Metho- 
dists (British and Australian). 

The following resolution was accepted nem. con. (two not . 
voting) : 

‘This conference accepts the principle of the Unification of 
the Ministry by the mutual laying on of hands in an act of 
supplemental ordination to the Ministry of the United Church.”’ 

The further statement was unanimously adopted :— 

“ This involves the acknowledgment of a common lack in all 
our ministries due to our divisions: in that they are limited in 
authority and have not the seal of the whole Church. 

‘We prdpose that at the inauguration of Union the existing 
rae presbyters and bishops of each of the uniting Churches should 
accept through the laying on of hands of the duly authorized 
persons of the other Churches uniting with them the additional 
- authority and grace that they lack in separation. This should 
take place at a solemn service an essential part of which should 
be prayer for the additional gift that God alone can bestow. _ 
“We are of opinion that it would be necessary after. the con- 
secration of the bishops of the United Church for services to be 
arranged in each area for supplemental_ordination, in which the 
authorities of all the uniting Churches would take part. 
“We suggest. that at the laying on of hands the following 
words, or words closely similar, should be used :-— 


‘ Receive the Holy Ghost for the fuller exercise of Christ's 
ministry and priesthood in. the Church of God: and for a 
wider and more effectual service therein take thou authority 
to preach the Word of God, to fulfil the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion and to minister Christ’s sacraments in the congregation 
whereunto thou shalt be further called or regularly appointed. 
And see that thou do all these things in brotherly partnership 
with God’s fellow workers whom in this union of C hurches He 
has made thine.’ ”’ 


Il. A COMMENT ON THE PROPOSALS 


These proposals differ in an important respect from those 
3 which resulted in the Church of South India. In that case, the 
-.. ministries of the different bodies are regarded as identical, the 
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ministries of the Free Churches corresponding to the Anglican 
priesthood. In this, the ministries are regarded as complementary - 
or supplementary, as-in the Canadian scheme: and the method 
of mutual commission is substantially that recommended by the 
Lambeth Conference of 1920. These proposals therefore call for 
respectful and sympathetic consideration. 

Nevertheless we must be cautious lest we should misunderstand 
others or cause others to misunderstand us. The proposals involve 
the acknowledgment of “a common lack in all our ministries 
due to our divisions in that they are limited in authority’: it 
should be considered what this acknowledgment involves. If the 
ministry of any Church is lacking, for this reason, what will be 
the position of the church after union, if some factious minority 
should separate itself, a possibility never very remote in India. 
Will the reconstituted ministry again become lacking, because it’ 
has again become limited in authority? And if not, then what 
is it that constitutes a church and what a sect? We do not seek 
to be doctrinaire or theoretic, but we cannot augur well for a 
scheme in which such first principles are not clear. _ 

Again, we may bave the utmost respect for Christian bodies 
separated from us, and be sadly conscious that they exhibit 
virtues which we lack; and yet it will not be clear that we are to 
gain these virtues by the laying on of their hands, We admire, 
for different reasons, the-Society of Friends and the Salvation 
Army: both these bedies show abundant evidence that the 
blessing of God rests upon them ; but it is clear that the evidence 
of this blessing does not involve any conclusion about their 
ministries, since neither of these bodies has any. 

The contribution which the Free Churches can surely make to 
the wholeness of the Catholic Church is.of another nature. Our 
bishops may quite rightly admit their ministers into the apostolic 
priesthood : clearly our ministers may rightly kneel to receive 
by the imposition of hands the blessing of good and holy men. 
But we may not participate in a rite which is meaningless, and 
it would be very unwise to participate in a rite which means 
different things to different sections of people taking part. It is 
to. be hoped that such matters will be cleared up by further 


cuscussion. 
A CORRESPONDENT. 


Communications for the Editor and subscriptions to Faith and 
Unity (three shillings a year minimum) should be sent to the 
Secretary, C.D.C.P., 6 Perth Road, Beckenham, Kent. Back 
numbers of Faith and Unity are available and can be had from 
the Secretary, price fourpence each, post free. | 


Pnated at The Church Army Press, Cowley, Oxtord 


‘ 


